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and the great state of Iowa. I invite my col-
leagues in the House to join me in congratu-
lating Julie on receiving this esteemed des-
ignation, thanking those at Business Record 
for their great work, and wishing each member 
of the 2014 Forty Under 40 class continued 
success. 
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HONORING REV. DR. ALBERT 
LOUIS PATTERSON, JR. OF HOUS-
TON, TEXAS, SENIOR PASTOR OF 
MOUNT CORINTH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH, COMMUNITY 
LEADER, AND GODFATHER OF 
EXPOSITORY PREACHING 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to the late Rev. Dr. Albert Louis 
Patterson, Jr., an amazing leader who touched 
and changed the lives of thousands for the 
better through his pastorship of the Mount 
Corinth Missionary Baptist Church in Houston, 
which he led for 36 years. This beloved man 
of God was requested to join our Lord on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014. 

The Rev. Dr. Albert Louis Patterson, Jr., or 
‘‘Dr. Pat’’ as he was affectionately known by 
many, trained and mentored hundreds of 
preachers of the gospel. Among his peers, he 
was regarded as the acknowledged master 
and ‘Godfather of Expository Preaching.’ One 
of his proteges, the Rev. Robert Earl Houston, 
put it best: 

He wasn’t just an expository preacher. He 
was a preaching lyricist of the highest order. 
To hear Dr. Patterson was to hear gumbo- 
listic preaching—he hit you with the text, 
oratory, poetry, interrogative statements, 
engagement, tenacity for the truths of the 
text, humor and truth. You would leave a 
preaching moment with Dr. Patterson in 
awe. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share just a few 
of the highlights of the remarkable career of 
this extraordinary preacher, pastor, theologian, 
husband and a father of three children. 

His traveling companion was his beloved 
wife, Melba and he had three children—An-
thony, Albert III, Alan, and Alette. 

Rev. Patterson was recognized three times 
by his peers as a ‘‘Living Legend.’’ He taught 
and preached at the National Baptist Conven-
tion, USA, Inc. and lectured for the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association, for the Promise 
Keepers, and the Preachers Division, National 
Baptist Congress. 

Rev. Patterson was named by Ebony Maga-
zine as one of America’s greatest black 
preachers and was inducted into the More-
house College Hall of Preachers. Rev. Patter-
son pastored congregations in California and 
Texas and was the author of three books: 
‘‘Joy For the Journey’’; ‘‘Wisdom in Strange 
Places’’; and ‘‘Prerequisites for a Good Jour-
ney.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, the Rev. Dr. Albert Louis Pat-
terson lectured at the Morehouse College of 
Religion, the American Baptist College in 
Nashville, Tennessee and the Mid-American 
Theological Seminary. He conducted revivals 
in more than 25 cities and preached more 
than 100 sermons and lectures in the National 
Baptist Convention. 

The Rev. Dr. Albert Louis Patterson lived a 
consequential life in the service of his commu-
nity, his family, and our country. He has gone 
on to receive his great reward, a place in the 
Lord’s loving arms. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his family 
and loved ones. 

I ask that a moment of silence be observed 
in memory of the Rev. Dr. Albert Louis Patter-
son, Jr., of Houston, Texas. 
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THE WORLD WAR II MERCHANT 
MARINER SERVICE ACT 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to the attention of this Congress matter 
of utmost importance—The World War II Mer-
chant Mariner Service Act, which was included 
in the omnibus veteran’s bill, FIR 2189. The 
bill passed the House on October 28th, 2013. 

The World War II Merchant Mariner Service 
Act directed the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to accept additional documentation when 
considering the application for Veterans status 
of an individual who performed service in the 
Merchant Marines during World War II. 

The Merchant Marine is a civilian auxiliary 
of the U.S. Navy, but not a uniformed service, 
except in times of war when, in accordance 
with the Merchant Marine Act of 1936, Mari-
ners are considered military personnel. In an 
effort to support the American war effort dur-
ing World War II, they became an auxiliary to 
the United States Navy. Their mission was to 
transport bulk war materials including food, 
clothing, and weapons, as well as troops to all 
areas of conflict as well as domestic coastal 
installations. 

During their missions in open waters, Mer-
chant Marines often encountered the enemy 
and took hostile fire. Almost 250,000 Merchant 
Marines served during World War II and ap-
proximately 10,000 were killed while serving 
and protecting the United States. 

In 1977 President Jimmy Carter signed into 
law the GI Bill Improvement Act of 1977. This 
bill granted authorization to the Secretary of 
Defense to determine the service performed 
by an ‘‘organized group of citizens’’ to be con-
sidered ‘‘active service’’ for purposes of Vet-
erans benefits and established the Department 
of Defense Civilian/Military Service Review 
Board and Advisory panel. In 1988, President 
Reagan signed a bill into law granting veteran 
status to merchant mariners who served in 
war. Moreover, the Veterans Programs En-
hancement Act of 1998 expanded Merchant 
Marine Veteran benefits to include burial in a 
National Cemetery. 

I am proud that the Borough of Manhattan 
Community College is working on a documen-
tary titled ‘‘The Sea of My Brother’’ about my 
constituent Gabriel Frank, an 85-year-old vet-
eran of the World War II and Korea, who 
served in the merchant marine for 23 years, 
and whom I had the honor and privilege to 
meet. 

The film follows the fight of Gabriel and oth-
ers for the passage of a bill in Congress, H.R. 
1936—Honoring Our WWII Merchant Mariners 
Act of 2013, to provide a benefit to veterans 
who served in the US Merchant Marine during 

1941–1946. From rallying his fellow veterans 
to meeting with politicians, Gabriel and his 
comrades passionately fight to win this dignity 
for their community. 

Today, elderly veterans continue their fight 
for this recognition. Their strong, positive and 
fighting spirit will not let them give up as they 
choose to advocate for their fellow veterans, 
leaving a legacy of inspiration for all. 

I am urging the Senate to act on their Omni-
bus Bill so this important legislation can be 
acted into law. 
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HONORING NEW MEXICO HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 10, 2014 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker: I rise today to honor 32 
high school students from Highland High 
School and Moriarty High School that will rep-
resent New Mexico this month in the We the 
People National Finals, a three-day academic 
national civics competition on the U.S. Con-
stitution. During the competition these excep-
tional students will have the opportunity to 
demonstrate their knowledge of constitutional 
principles in simulated congressional hearings 
before panels of judges. 

The We The People program of constitu-
tional study was initiated in 1987 and since its 
inception more the 30 million students have 
benefited from the program. The program di-
vides students into teams where they are able 
to learn together and challenge each other. 
Surveys have shown that these students are 
more civic minded, politically active and have 
a better understanding of how the government 
functions. 

Highland High School was the winner of the 
New Mexico We the People state competition 
and Moriarty High School is a wild card entry. 
I commend these students and their dedicated 
teachers and coaches for participating in this 
instructional program that fosters attitudes that 
students need in order to participate as effec-
tive, responsible citizens. 

School: Highland High School; Teacher: 
Bob M. Coffey; Students: Ethan Alley; Ezra 
Geilin Baldwin; Dakson Byle; Kathryn Cook; 
Giuseppe DeLeers-Certo; Diana Garcia; Han-
nah Glasgow; Brendan Heath; Rachel Lentz; 
Angelina Malagodi; Pilar Martinez; Gabriel Pe-
reira De Medeiros; Morgan Roberts; Alexandra 
Shomaker; Sahleah Tubbeh; Francisco 
Viramontes; Rosemary White. 

School: Moriarty High School; Teacher: Amy 
Page; Students: Arianna Abrams; Peter 
BrownShelbee Geyer; Mason Howells; Tyler 
Cruzz Howse; Brian Landes; Emily Montano; 
Alexander Neverdousky; Allison New; Alicia 
Page; Rachel Pozzi; Jenna Purpura; Tony Ra-
mirez; James Saunders; Cassandra Scott; 
Griffin Woolery; Donzlynn Worthington. 

I congratulate these outstanding students 
and thank them for their contributions to New 
Mexico. 
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